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REMARKS. 
The Examiner is thanked for the couttesies 
conduced on October 23, 2003 and on November ,9, 2003 with the undersized. !n 
W mterviews, ,h= Exanuner aoknowledscd that the composite of fte present invention have 
.ncreased biodegradabdHv. Clarm > has been amended u, note in the preamble,,,* the Cain, ,s 
dmectcd .0 composite wtth "mcreased b.ode^dabilhy and ,vhich contain -an addhivc ,vmcb 
ceases and maintains a pH of 4 or more for a solution." Also, Cain, 17 has also been amended 
,0 recite "an additive which increases and maintains a pH of 4 or more for a solution" Support 
for these amendments is found in the speencahon at, for example, page 2, lines 1 -6 and lines 10- 

„ • ■ • 1 -i™,, 1 and 17 S« In re Gcrjne,, 177 USPQ 396, 397 (CCPA 1973) and 

21 and in original claims l ana i /. am m re ^ 

MPEP §§ 608.01(c) and (1). Further, in order to correct a grammatical error and for the sake of 
parity, claim 15 has aiso been amended to mclude the conjunction This amendment is 

formal in nature and does not narrow the scope of the claims in any manner. 
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In view of the foregoing, favorable action on the merits, including withdrawal of 
the rejection, and allowance of all the claims, is respectfully requested. If the Examiner has any 
questions regarding this paper, please contact one of the undersigned attorneys. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent to Respectfully submitted, 

the United Stales Postal Service as by facsimile to fax 
number (703) 872-971 1 on November 1 9 , 2003, 

jJltiuJjL^ By: (\f\j&AlL* ff\ Qu^Lt* 

Charles M. Avighano N. Whitney Wilson ^ 

Regi$trationNo. 38,661 
Charles M- Avigliano 
Registration No. 52,578 
BRYAN CAVE LLP 
1290 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 101 04-3300 
Phone: (212) 541-2000 
Fax: (212) 541-4630 
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